The difference in result, however, is easily explained, when we examine into the attendant circumstances. The labour managed by the midwife commenced about 9 or 10 p.m. ; she was sent for about 5 a.m., and the woman continued from that time till noon in severe labour, when I was sent for, and found the head transverse. I delivered in a few minutes, and with the greatest ease, and yet the child was dead. In all probability had this case from the first been under my own care, I should have shortened the labour three or four hours. The other case was nearly similar. I have delivered with the forceps for this midwife, in all 14 times, and two of the children were still-born, and one of the mothers also died. I have noticed exactly the same circumstance in the practice of my assistants (who resided at a distance of several miles from me), when labours were allowed to be improperly protracted. Still-born children were constantly occurring; and the contrast with those labours which were entirely under my own care was so great as to have many years ago forced itself upon my attention. 
